
 
“Disciples of Jesus, Discipling in love.” 

	  
VISION 

Church of the Apostles glorifies God by celebrating the healing power of the 
Holy Spirit through prayer, praise and worship that overflows into community, 

living the joy of knowing Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

  
Minutes of Vestry Meeting 

November 18, 2014 
 

Clergy Present:  The Rev. Joseph Acanfora, Rector 
 
Vestry Members Present:  Bill Collins, Sr. Warden; Tom DeSocio; Terry French; Gayle Fischer; 
Paul St. Andre; Brad Brewster; Lynn Harris; Joel Carrillo; James Daffron; Andrew Blount; and 
Mike Kelley. 

Vestry Members Absent:  Jane Campbell, Jr. Warden, who is in Africa with Pauline Hildebrandt. 
 
Others Present:  Gary French, Administrator, and Bonnie Garilli, Intercessor. 
 

The meeting began at 7:15 pm with holy praise and worship, prayers, and a reading and 
discussion of Luke 17:5-10. – Through faith, we inherit the promises of God.  Verses 5 
and 6 cover Jesus’ teaching on having the faith of a mustard seed. Bill Collins shared 
about his experience as a young child asking the Lord for this level of faith and prayed 
for the basketball net in the sand lot he played in to be removed and was disappointed 
when it didn’t move. The Rector shared about the faith of Moses as the children of Israel 
left Egypt with Pharaoh’s army behind them and they were backed up against the river. 
God increases our faith as we need it. We have our faith as believers, and we may 
receive a supernatural gift of faith to carry out God’s purpose. James Daffron shared 
that Hebrews tells us that through faith and patience we inherit the promises of God. 
The Rector referred the Vestry to Hebrews 11 and the story of Abraham’s faith.  
 
Mike Kelley remarked that there is a gap between verses 6 and 7 where the focus is on 
the servant who has only done his duty and should not expect to be thanked. Gary 
French shared that his Bible has a side caption on the Servant’s Duty, which separates 
the verses. Mike Kelley shared that the scriptures raise the question for him of the 
Christian’s duty—what does the Lord require of us, what is our duty? The Rector shared 
that we are called to carry out the Great Commandment and Great Commission. Gayle 
Fischer shared one of her favorite verses, Micah 6:8. “He hath shown thee, O man, what 
is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with thy God?” (KJ version) She shared that this verse reminds her of the 
Rector’s encouragement to the Vestry and the congregation about being like Jesus in our 
walking around, everyday life.   



 
 
The Rector led the Vestry in prayer:  O God, by whom the meek are guided in 
judgment, and light rises up in darkness for the godly: Grant us, in all our doubts and 
uncertainties, the grace to ask what you would have us do, that your Spirit of wisdom 
may save us from all false choices, and that in your light we may see light, and in your 
straight path we may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Review from Synod. The Rector asked Senior Warden, Bill Collins, and others who 
attended the Synod to share their observations. James Daffron, Gary French, and Gayle 
Fischer also attended the Synod. Bill shared that he was blessed Friday night with the 
ministry of Bill Haley and the Comets through song and teaching about being a light in 
the world and growing yourself to be a better light. Bill also shared that Becki Neuman 
gave an excellent Bible teaching on sharing the Gospel to open the Saturday morning 
meeting. James shared that he was blessed by the presentations on church plants, 
particularly, Jay Baylor’s presentation on how Burning Heart got started as a street 
ministry and Jay’s testimony about profound healings. For example, Jay shared about a 
woman with a badly scarred face that was totally healed by prayer and a street fight 
with intent of murder that was miraculously stopped. Jay shared that the Lord has 
provided a beautiful, existing church building for their ministry that is located in the 
crossroad between the black and white communities in North Baltimore. Jay shared that 
his congregation is diverse with membership being about half black and half white. Jay 
shared that Burning Heart no longer fits as a name for his mission congregation. He gave 
tribute to us at Apostles as his church plant sponsor and said that in honor of our love 
and support he is renaming his church Apostles in the City! Bill and Gayle shared that 
Josh Kammerer also gave a very good presentation on our new church plant—Apostles at 
George Mason.  
 
Fr. Tom Herrick, who will be leading the Great Commission Committee, as Clancy Nixon 
steps down in January, gave a presentation on Reaching the Unreached. Fr. Herrick 
shared Acts 19:9-10 where we’re told that Paul left the synagogue and took believers 
with him. Paul and the new believers held daily discussion for 2 years throughout Asia. 
Fr. Herrick shared that church planting requires us to put down roots in the Community 
and engage the people there. He said that we need to pray; prayer is the battle, not 
preparation for the battle. We are reclaiming the world for the Kingdom of God. 
 
James, Gary, and Gayle all attended the afternoon presentation on the 39 Articles of 
Faith, which establish our identify as Anglicans. Those who participated in this session 
shared that it wasn’t possible to get through all 39 articles in an hour and that only first 
10 or so Articles were discussed.  James shared that he thought it would be worthwhile 
for Apostles to have a class on the 39 Articles.  
 
Building Update. Gary French, Joel Carrillo, Gayle Fischer, and Phil Rooney visited the property 
at 9715 Fairfax Boulevard, in Fairfax, that is currently being considered for our new location on 
Friday, November 14, 2014. Gary shared that the Architect and Builder (Marilyn Henretty’s son 
Michael), and our Realtor were there.  
 
Gary shared that the time for responding to our Letter of Intent expired on November 17th, and 
he had hoped to hear something from the owners by then. Gary said his calls today were not 
returned. The Rector shared that we are trusting God to reveal the place He has for us and 
prayed that if this is not the place for us, the Lord would slam the door on it.    
 



 
Gary shared that the normal down payment for a commercial property is 20 percent.  He said he 
learned that some churches have self-funded renovation costs through debt instruments, such as 
bonds to members of the congregation. He said that this may work for Apostles, if members have 
funds available that they don’t need to use in the near term. 
 
Paul St. Andre shared Psalm 5:11-13, which says that the Lord protects those who take refuge in 
Him. Andrew Blount shared that the Lord is still revealing what he has for us—we’re not done 
yet. Brad Brewster shared that he agrees with Andrew—we are still thinking, learning, and 
discerning—we’re not through the visioning process yet. We have the Lord’s vision but not the 
implementation details. 
 
2015 Budget. Gary French shared the details of the 2015 Budget with the Vestry. The Rector 
shared that the meeting with Mission leaders to explain our budget cuts was one of the most 
difficult discussions he had ever been involved in. The Rector shared that he was grateful that 
Faith McDonnell stepped in to explain to other Mission leaders that the budget cuts are necessary 
to our survival as a church, not something we want to do. Hopefully, this is a temporary 
measure, and as we move forward and grow through the implementation of our Vision, we will 
have more resources to put into our overseas and local mission work.  
 
After reviewing and discussing the details of the 2015 budget, Vestry members expressed their 
full support. Mike Kelly moved and James Daffron seconded a motion to approve the 2015 Budget 
for Church of the Apostles as presented. The vote to approve the 2015 Budget was unanimous  
 
Other Business.   

• Apostles Website – The Rector shared that a few website updates were still under way. Joel 
Carrillo and James Daffron shared information about the following Website improvements: 

o  the sermon recordings were updated and the process to upload sermons was 
streamlined. 

o The browser issue was addressed and most users can access the site without difficulty. 
Chrome was suggested as the best browser for accessing the site and Firefox is the worst. 

o The issue with the donation button was resolved. However, automatic donations still 
need to be addressed through the church.  

• Jay Baylor’s Ordination – The Rector shared that Jay’s Ordination will take place on 
December 9th in Baltimore. The Rector noted that the Dress Rehearsal for Christmas in 
Bethlehem was moved to December 8th to allow our members to attend Jay’s Ordination. 

• Christmas in Bethlehem funding – The Vestry asked if we need to make an announcement at 
the end of Sunday services requesting donations from the congregation to help cover our 
costs. The Rector shared that the Diocese gave us a grant to help cover the cost of our 
Christmas outreach and that our costs are much less this year because we only need a few 
costumes. Gary French shared that he believed that the costs for this outreach have been 
covered already and no additional funds are needed. 

• Prayers for the congregation – The Rector shared that the office staff made an additional 
update to the prayer lists and they needed to be printed. The Rector explained that each 
Vestry member list would have the names of 30 congregation members to pray over during 
the month—one member for each day of the month. The lists will be provided to Vestry 
members on Sunday and we can rotate our lists going forward so that Vestry members have 
the opportunity to pray over everyone in the congregation over time. Paul St. Andre shared 
that it would be nice if we asked the members on our lists how they would like us to pray for 
them.  

 
Next Vestry Meeting.  The Rector shared that we have all worked very hard this year 
and that we will be putting a lot of effort into the Christmas in Bethlehem outreach. He 



 
suggested the Vestry may not need to meet in December and could use a time of rest. 
We tentatively set the date of December 16 for our next vestry meeting should we have 
decisions to make on the building. We may also call an impromptu meeting to address 
any time-critical decisions.  
  
The Rector led the Vestry in reciting our Vision statement.  
 

Church of the Apostles glorifies God by celebrating the healing power  
of the Holy Spirit through prayer, praise and worship  

that overflows into community, living the joy  
of knowing Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

 
Paul St. Andre moved and Mike Kelley seconded a motion to adjourn. All were in favor. The 
meeting adjourned at 9:50 pm. 

The Rector led the Vestry in a closing prayer. 
 


