
 

 

 
 

2018 

Vestry Election 
 

Voting shall be by ballot and in person. No proxy or absentee ballots are allowed. 

 

Eligible voters must be baptized; 16 years of age or older;  

be a registered member; have a signed Membership Form on file; 

and in the previous 12 months regularly attended worship services 

and contributed financially to the church. 

If you have any questions about your membership status or 

eligibility to vote in this Vestry election, please contact the Church Office  

at 703-591-1974 by Thursday, March 15, 2018. 

 

The election will take place on 

Sunday, March 18, 2018 

at the beginning of the Annual Meeting 

at the 10:00 am Sunday service 

 

Worship Location: 

Willow Springs Elementary School 

5400 Willow Springs School Rd. 

Fairfax, VA 22030 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/5400+Willow+Springs+School+Rd,+Fairfax,+VA+22030/@38.8318562,-77.3819713,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b6457d48226709:0x320332d67bc578aa!8m2!3d38.8318562!4d-77.3797826
https://www.google.com/maps/place/5400+Willow+Springs+School+Rd,+Fairfax,+VA+22030/@38.8318562,-77.3819713,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b6457d48226709:0x320332d67bc578aa!8m2!3d38.8318562!4d-77.3797826


 

 

 

Vestry Elections 

 

The Vestry is an elected body of lay members of the church who conduct 

the business of the parish. The Vestry election will be held on Sunday, 

March 18 at the beginning of the annual meeting, following the 10:00 am 

worship service. This year we are electing three new members to Vestry.  

 

Current Vestry Members 

(* indicates those Vestry members who will be stepping down.) 

 

 Tyler Aberle (Sr. Warden) *  Judith Heisinger 

 Jane Campbell (Registrar) *  Daniel Klein 

 Mary Edwards     Tamara Otten 

 Gayle Fischer     John Stock (Jr. Warden) * 

 Andy Harris    

   

   

 

2018 Vestry Nominees 
 

Luke Bonner 

Kerry Bremmer 

Betsy Coffey 

Bill Collins 

Tawnia Wheeler 

 

 

Please pray over this slate of candidates, for God’s will to be done and for 

Him to work in and through our Vestry this coming year.  

 

 

 



 

Slate of Candidates 
 

Luke Bonner 
 

Attending since: 1990 

Occupation: Residential Carpenter 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please describe your relationship with Jesus Christ, and give a brief description of 

your prayer life.  Relationship: I was raised in a Christian environment and have 

increasingly been discovering Jesus' deep, personal, and unearthly Love for me. I feel 

led, despite my weaknesses to walk in response to His Love because learning to love 

Him back is the most rewarding, enduring, personally fulfilling process I have known. 

Prayer Life: My disciplined prayer life is as varied and inconsistent as any other part of 

my life, but I do appreciate deliberately following and processing the sermon every 

week because I feel it brings focus to my prayer life and unity in the church. I may 

neglect disciplined, set apart time with God for any amount of time, small or large, but 

a theme that is consistent through the years is that I would pray without ceasing. 

Discipline and consistency have not usually been words I use to describe my life, but by 

God's grace I take great comfort and joy in speaking with God throughout my day 

about every aspect of life. 

Please describe your history with Church of the Apostles Anglican, including how 

you came to attend.  I have always attended Apostles when I have been in the area. 

Before attending college in Richmond, VA, I was raised by the 'village' that is Apostles. I 

have been strongly influenced by many here through the children's program, youth 

group, involvement in Boy Scouts at Truro, prayer ministry, and various musical and 

theater programs. As I remember all these I think of so many people who helped make 

me who I am today. Despite having spent 8 years (has it really been that long?) living 

elsewhere, I feel strongly connected to the body and story that is Apostles. Whenever I 



would visit family here I was always blessed to reconnect and worship here. After the 

unexpected opportunity to participate in the Destined for Joy Campaign kickoff, I was 

drawn into the vision I saw God had given because I felt how much of the vision I 

shared. I have been shaped by the history of this church and I have returned to live 

here because I want to share in the story as it continues. 

In what ministries have you served at Church of the Apostles Anglican? 

Elsewhere?  I primarily served in prayer ministry in middle school and high school. In 

Richmond I served in a church band playing trumpet. 

What are your spiritual gifts for ministry?  Wisdom, helps, encouraging, 

discernment, and maybe teaching. 

What do you see as the greatest challenges currently facing Church of the 

Apostles Anglican?  I think attracting young people is the greatest challenge we face. 

People in my generation want clarity and focus about things that matter. I attended a 

reformed church during my time in Richmond and I was blessed by very clear, 

doggedly consistent, and challengingly practical teaching about sin and hope in Jesus. 

Such laser focus in teaching brought clarity to casual conversations about the gospel 

that I appreciated. I feel this kind of clarity brings discernment and humility that smells 

like life to those who are being saved because we are all in the same boat in our 

powerlessness over sin apart from Christ. 

What are your hopes and dreams for Church of the Apostles Anglican?  I dream of 

a joyful, healing, and robust community where believers are too busy cleaning up the 

dirty diapers of new believers or discipling that there isn't time for being frivolous or 

distracted. I also dream of lots of beautiful music! 

Why do you believe God may be calling you to serve on Vestry?  When I 

participated in the kickoff of the Destined for Joy campaign, I realized how much a 

product of this church I am. I share many of the deep hopes, dreams, and 

shortcomings we have as a church. I am excited about where God is calling us and I 

want to be a part of responding to Him as a member of vestry. I also look forward to 

learning how to be a productive part of what I like to think of as one of God's little 

congresses... or should I call it a progress? 

  



 

Kerry Bremmer 
Attending since: 1994 

Occupation: Missionary; Homemaker 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please describe your relationship with Jesus Christ, and give a brief description of 

your prayer life.  My relationship with Jesus Christ is one of complete surrender and 

commitment to walking in His ways. And in any relationship, it flourishes when there's 

open and honest communication. That's what prayer is for me. I keep the lines open to 

God when I'm going about my day and strive to get away every morning to talk with 

Him and hear from Him as I'm in His word. Full disclosure: I can't say I've managed a 

“daily” quiet time, but it's my goal. 

Please describe your history with Church of the Apostles Anglican, including how 

you came to attend.  I first visited Church of Apostles the summer of 1984 when I 

came to Washington, DC to work on Capitol Hill. It was during that summer in Robin 

Rauh's office, (a former priest at COA), when the Holy Spirit filled me and put wings on 

the fledgling faith I already had. I would later come back to Apostles 10 years later as 

the wife of Bill Bremmer where I was married, confirmed, and saw four children 

baptized. 

In what ministries have you served at Church of the Apostles Anglican? 

Elsewhere? Over the 23 years of regularly attending Apostles, I have served as a Lay 

Eucharist Minister, Lector, baked for the Bread Ministry, and participated in the Praise 

Band. When I had little ones, I volunteered in the Nursery. In previous churches, I have 

sung in choirs and lead Bible studies. 

What are your spiritual gifts for ministry?  I think my spiritual gifts are teaching, 

discernment and faith. 



What do you see as the greatest challenges currently facing Church of the 

Apostles Anglican? There's no doubt in my mind that the future of COAA depends on 

building a brick and mortar church. We need to attract families with young children. 

What are your hopes and dreams for Church of the Apostles Anglican? Therefore, 

because of my answer to the above question, I see Apostles hosting ministries to 

mothers of preschoolers or young children. When a church meets the heart felt need 

of a person, they are more open to seeing and hearing the Gospel. We could get 

women from many nations entering our doors for fellowship and answers to their 

mothering questions, and leave with a sense that there's more to Christianity than 

what they had previously thought. 

I dream of an atmosphere in this future building that kids will want to come and hang 

out with the Youth Group because they feel safe and loved there. 

I see an offering of Bible Studies that meet a variety of schedules and interests. A 

congregation thoroughly rooted in Scripture is a congregation that can talk about Jesus 

in the light of Scripture. 

Why do you believe God may be calling you to serve on Vestry?  Well, I think I'd be 

useful. I took a “Living Your Strengths” course at Apostles many years back, and my top 

strength is Adaptability. I can adapt to what the Church may need at this time of trying 

to grow and build a building. 

  

Betsy Coffey 
Attending since: 1983 

Occupation: Homemaker 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please describe your relationship with Jesus Christ, and give a brief description of 

your prayer life.  I have depended on Jesus since I was a child. The Lord’s presence 



has been a great joy to me, but also a great comfort and encouragement during 

difficult times in my life. Faith in God has always been my anchor. 

Please describe your history with Church of the Apostles, including how you 

came to attend.  Jim and I were invited to visit Church of the Apostles shortly before 

we married in 1983, and we have been attending ever since. My children were blessed 

to grow up here. I love COA for the worship, the Biblical teaching, and the openness to 

the Holy Spirit. I love the Liturgy, and the weekly Eucharist, for besides being a moment 

where God meets us through the hands of mortal men and women, I feel connected to 

the faithful saints who have come before us, as well as the faithful living around the 

world. I love our wonderful congregation where it is always safe to be “real” with one 

another, where we know we will always be loved and supported. 

In what ministries have you served at Church of the Apostles? Elsewhere?  For 

many years Jim and I were members of the Flint home group, but when that folded, we 

never got plugged into another one. I have only served COA in very small ways over the 

years. I have never, to my recollection, served on any committee. Perhaps this is the 

time for me to step up and serve. 

What are your spiritual gifts for ministry?  I try to read the Bible regularly, and when 

I do, usually God’s word comes alive to me in a way that is relevant to my 

circumstances, teaching me how to live according to his will, or sometimes giving me 

insight into his will for our church. 

What do you see as the greatest challenges currently facing Church of the 

Apostles?  COA has been in a wilderness period for a few years now. I am looking 

forward to the day that our new meeting place will be built. 

What are your hopes and dreams for Church of the Apostles? I thank God that we 

are still a congregation, and I hope that we will all be willing to welcome new 

worshippers into our church family. I pray that we will all remain faithful in our giving, 

so that our building will be paid for, and our ministries will thrive. I hope that COA will 

continue to be a blessing to people, spreading the joy of the Gospel, the strength of the 

Gospel, for a century or more. It will be our legacy. 

Why do you believe God may be calling you to serve on Vestry? I believe God may 

be calling me to serve on vestry, for I feel that he has been nudging me to consider this 

for some time. If it is in his will for me, I will feel privileged to serve.  



 

  

Bill Collins 
Attending since: 1984 

Occupation: Supervisory Trial Attorney 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please describe your relationship with Jesus Christ, and give a brief description of 

your prayer life.  I am committed to the Lordship of Christ and the provision He gives. 

I endeavor to walk in the Spirit, hear the Lord’s voice, pray for the saints, praise the 

Lord and pray for the Holy Spirit to move mightily throughout each day. 

Please describe your history with Church of the Apostles Anglican, including how 

you came to attend.  Cheryl and I and our two children came to Church of the 

Apostles in 1984 after moving to this area and hearing from others about the power of 

the word and the charismatic worship. The mission statement in the eighties really 

resonated in our spirit: “A people with a kingdom focus, called to be an instrument for 

the healing of the nations.” Our vision then and now is to build a community that 

brings people everywhere into God’s kingdom through Jesus Christ by engaging in 

ministries of reconciliation that manifest the love of Christ and are empowered by the 

Holy Spirit. 

In what ministries have you served at Church of the Apostles Anglican? 

Elsewhere? 

I have served as a prayer rail minister, an Elijah Intercessor, a premarital counselor, a 

greeter, a collection/offering counter, small group member and leader, a participant in 

the men’s breakfast Bible study, a vestry member and Senior Warden, and Chairman of 

the Board, Healing Center International. 



What are your spiritual gifts for ministry?  Spiritual gifts of faith, healing, 

discernment, mercy, teaching, pastoring, giving, reconciliation, exhortation and 

encouragement. 

What do you see as the greatest challenges currently facing Church of the 

Apostles Anglican?  There is really only one challenge and it is the same challenge we 

have faced from the beginning. Will we go our own way—a way that appears 

reasonable, good and right in our own eyes? Or will we submit ourselves to the Holy 

Spirit and go the Lord’s way—a seemingly impossible way, a way that appears at times 

to lead to our destruction but in fact takes us to life everlasting and joy evermore? 

What are your hopes and dreams for Church of the Apostles Anglican? 

John Wesley said: “I continue to dream and pray about a revival of holiness in our day 

that moves forth in mission and creates authentic community in which each person 

can be unleashed through the empowerment of the Spirit to fulfill God's creational 

intentions.”  That dream spoken some 250 years ago captures my hopes and dreams 

for COAA.  

Why do you believe God may be calling you to serve on Vestry?  I did not want to 

serve on Vestry. I had all kinds of good reasons not to serve. Indeed, I allowed my own 

desires to drown out my ability to hear from the Lord. But over the years I have fallen 

head over heels in love with this church body of believers. That love finally took over 

and directed my decision to serve on Vestry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Tawnia Wheeler 
Attending since: 2015 

Occupation: Preschool Teacher 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please describe your relationship with Jesus Christ, and give a brief description of 

your prayer life.  I was confirmed (Roman Catholic) as a teen, but my faith was only 

nominal until I was in college, when my relationship with Christ was transformed. I 

began to follow, not only because I had been taught, but because I desired to know 

and serve Him. Several years ago through a series of very difficult circumstances with 

our previous church, and my father's illness and death, I had a crisis of faith that 

reverberated throughout my life. The Lord has gently reassured me over this time, met 

me in places of deep need and loss and brought me through with a restored faith that 

is both simpler and stronger for the trial.  

My prayer life is regular, if not always regular in timing! Over the past year I have 

included the Examen and have found it to be very helpful in keeping the Lord at the 

forefront of my mind throughout the day. I also believe that God is growing me in 

intercessory prayer and mindful listening for His direction.  

Please describe your history with Church of the Apostles Anglican, including how 

you came to attend.  When we decided to look for a new church, it was really 

important to me to try to reconnect with the liturgy of the church and the familiar cycle 

of the church year. At the same time, we wanted to worship with a group of people 

who were open to the move of the Holy Spirit. My husband had friends at Apostles and 

wanted to visit...we did, and we stayed! We've since become far more involved in 

Apostles at Mason and believe strongly in that outreach to the community at GMU. We 

are firmly planted there and happily serving as a family. 

In what ministries have you served at Church of the Apostles Anglican? 

Elsewhere?  In our previous church, our primary ministry was children's ministry, our 

homeschool co-op, bringing meals, and choir/music. 



Here, my primary ministry has been to reach out to some of the college girls who need 

a "mom" to talk to. I've also volunteered and served at the homeless shelter outreach 

and as a language partner for international students. I am currently working as a 

preschool teacher and also see that work as an opportunity to love and serve the 

students and their families, some of whom are also international visitors and new 

immigrants.  

What are your spiritual gifts for ministry?  I believe that my spiritual gifts are 

primarily care-taking ones. I enjoy teaching, peace-making, and compassion ministries. 

By training, I am a writer and would be happy to serve with that skill if there was a 

need.  

What do you see as the greatest challenges currently facing Church of the 

Apostles Anglican?  I think one of the biggest challenges facing the church will be 

preparing a strong, vibrant base of people ready to welcome in and incorporate the 

many new people who will come to a new building. I also believe that there is a field 

ripe for harvest at GMU and among the youth/young adults of our community who are 

waiting for the opportunity to be part of a church which ties tradition and history to a 

radical faith-filled lifestyle and compassion and service to others. I know that Apostles 

is all those things! 

What are your hopes and dreams for Church of the Apostles Anglican?  I would 

love to see both spiritual growth and a growth in numbers. I hope that as Apostles 

continues to reach out into the community that we will see hundreds of lives 

transformed. I have a 6th and 7th grader and I'm very eager to see the tweens and 

teens of the church develop their own spiritual lives and also reach out to their peers. 

Finally, I want to see the mission at GMU continue to grow and thrive. 

Why do you believe God may be calling you to serve on Vestry?  I hope that God 

will use me as an effective connection between the main church and the campus 

church. I also hope that as a mom with children entering the "youth group years" I'll be 

helpful in considering the mission and vision and goals for that ministry.   

 

 

 



Voting shall be by ballot and in person. 

Eligible voters must be baptized; 16 years of age or older;  

be a registered member; have a signed Membership Form on file; 

and in the previous 12 months regularly attended worship services 

and contributed financially to the church. 
 

SAMPLE BALLOT 
 There are three (3) vacancies to be filled and five (5) nominees to be considered. 

 You may vote for as few as one (1) nominee but NO MORE than three (3) 

nominees. 

 Ballots cast for more than three (3) nominees will be automatically voided. 

 Clearly indicate your vote selection with an X in the space provided. 

 

2018 Nominees 

 

__________ Luke Bonner  __________ Bill Collins 

 

__________ Kerry Bremmer __________ Tawnia Wheeler 

 

__________ Betsy Coffey 

 

 

www.ChurchoftheApostles.org 


