
 

 

 

2019 

Vestry Election 
 

Voting shall be by ballot and in person. No proxy or absentee ballots are allowed. 

 

Eligible voters must be baptized; 16 years of age or older;  

be a registered member; have a signed Membership Form on file; 

and in the previous 12 months regularly attended worship services 

and contributed financially to the church. 

If you have any questions about your membership status or 

eligibility to vote in this Vestry election, please contact the Church Office  

at 703-591-1974 by Thursday, March 21, 2019. 

 

The election will take place on 

Sunday, March 24, 2019 

at the beginning of the Annual Meeting 

at the 10:00 am Sunday service 

 

Worship Location: 

Willow Springs Elementary School 

5400 Willow Springs School Rd. 

Fairfax, VA 22030 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/5400+Willow+Springs+School+Rd,+Fairfax,+VA+22030/@38.8318562,-77.3819713,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b6457d48226709:0x320332d67bc578aa!8m2!3d38.8318562!4d-77.3797826
https://www.google.com/maps/place/5400+Willow+Springs+School+Rd,+Fairfax,+VA+22030/@38.8318562,-77.3819713,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89b6457d48226709:0x320332d67bc578aa!8m2!3d38.8318562!4d-77.3797826


Vestry Elections 
 

The Vestry is an elected body of lay members of the church who conduct 

the business of the parish. The Vestry election will be held on Sunday, 

March 24 at the beginning of the annual meeting, following the 10:00 am 

worship service. This year we are electing four new members to Vestry.  

 

Current Vestry Members 

(* indicates those Vestry members who will be stepping down.) 

 

 Kerry Bremmer    Judith Heisinger * 

 Bill Collins     Daniel Klein * 

 Mary Edwards     Tamara Otten * 

 Gayle Fischer (Sr. Warden)  Tawnia Wheeler * 

 Andy Harris (Jr. Warden)   

   

   

 

2019 Vestry Nominees 
 

Philip Chakram 

Stephen Klein 

Mary Lockett 

Tawnia Wheeler 

 

 

Please pray over this slate of candidates, for God’s will to be done and for 

Him to work in and through our Vestry this coming year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Slate of Candidates 
 

Philip Chakram 

Attending since: 2015 

Occupation: Software Engineer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please describe your relationship with Jesus Christ, and give a brief description of 

your prayer life.  Relationship:  I was born and raised in a Christian family. For me, 

Jesus is the firm foundation on which I build my life. He is my anchor through the 

storms of life and I believe it is through His blood that I stand blameless without guilt. 

Prayer life: I really strive to have a consistent, disciplined prayer life of regularly reading 

the Bible and praying, talking to God, listening to what He has to say, but there are 

times when I find myself not doing that on a regular basis. That being said, I do know 

and understand that having a disciplined prayer life is absolutely crucial for a Christian 

in this world, and I am deliberately working towards making my prayer life consistent. 

Please describe your history with Church of the Apostles Anglican, including how 

you came to attend.  I met one of the pastors (Josh Kammerer) at George Mason 

University’s orientation program for graduate students. That’s how I came to know 

about ACC (Apostles Campus Church) and I started attending since then (August 26, 

2015 to be exact!) I attend Church of the Apostles when Apostles Campus Ministry 

doesn’t meet on campus (when the university is closed for winter break and special 

services like Easter that are done together with Church of the Apostles). 

In what ministries have you served at Church of the Apostles Anglican? 

Elsewhere?  I mostly serve on the worship team at Apostles Campus Church, by 

playing the keyboard and bass. I also sometimes serve on the worship team at Church 

of the Apostles when we have combined services. I have also once co-led the men’s 

small group at Apostles Campus Church for the fall 2017 semester. 



What are your spiritual gifts for ministry?  When I last took a test for spiritual gifts I 

found that Giving, Music, Helping, Faith, Serving and Discerning are my spiritual gifts. I 

really do believe that these are my spiritual gifts. 

What do you see as the greatest challenges currently facing Church of the 

Apostles Anglican?  I believe that the youth are the future of a church and that a 

church without youth is a church without a future. I feel that there are not many young 

adults that regularly attend Church of the Apostles Anglican. 

What are your hopes and dreams for Church of the Apostles Anglican?  I hope and 

dream that Church of the Apostles is a church that will always live out and stay true to 

its mission and vision. 

Why do you believe God may be calling you to serve on Vestry?  I have been 

serving on the worship team at Apostles Campus Church, but for a while I felt that God 

was calling me to do more than just that, but I was not sure what He wanted me to do. 

The thought of serving on the Vestry hadn’t crossed my mind at all until the Senior 

Warden, Gayle Fischer, asked me to consider serving on the church’s Vestry for 2019. I 

prayed about it for a really long time, and I feel that God is calling me to serve on the 

Vestry. 

  

Stephen Klein 
Attending since: 1991 

Occupation: Attorney 
 

 

 

 

 

Please describe your relationship with Jesus Christ, and give a brief description of 

your prayer life.  Jesus is my personal savior and redeemer. I have grown in my faith 

as I have matured, from the basic principles taught in Sunday School, to a more 

personal relationship in high school, to learning to listen to and recognize His voice as 



an undergrad. I continue to pray daily as I strive to strengthen my faith and discern the 

plans God has for me and my family. 

Please describe your history with Church of the Apostles Anglican, including how 

you came to attend.  I was born into the Church of the Apostles Family and grew up in 

the community. I attended a different campus ministry during college, and learned to 

appreciate both Apostles’ strengths and weaknesses when I returned upon graduation 

in 2013. 

In what ministries have you served at Church of the Apostles Anglican? 

Elsewhere? Growing up in the church, I was a member of the acolytes. I have been 

involved in the Children’s Ministry, both as a youth worker for summer programs, and 

currently as a Sunday school teacher. I have been a member of the Sunday service set 

up team since the church moved to Willow Springs Elementary School. During my 

undergraduate years, I was part of my campus ministry’s leadership team, helping to 

organize outreach events and lead Bible studies. 

What are your spiritual gifts for ministry?  My spiritual gifts are Administration and 

Service. 

What do you see as the greatest challenges currently facing Church of the 

Apostles Anglican? One of the greatest challenges facing Apostles is a lack of 

consistent community involvement outside of Willow Springs Elementary School. I 

believe the church needs to increase its involvement in community service, with a focus 

on demonstrating the compassion of Christ, and a vested interest in the welfare of our 

communities, regardless of the religious status of those we are serving. It is through 

this example that Apostles can serve as a City on the Hill for our community. 

What are your hopes and dreams for Church of the Apostles Anglican? My hopes 

for Church of the Apostles are that we will transition smoothly into our new building 

and experience organic growth through a positive reputation and impact in the area in 

which we will serve. My goal is to help Apostles grow into an integral community 

leader, capable of working with other groups and individuals to better serve the needs, 

both spiritual and natural, in the Northern Virginia area. 

Why do you believe God may be calling you to serve on Vestry?  I believe God has 

called me to Vestry to help bridge the generational gap between the more traditional 

portions of our congregation, with the different understanding of the world that comes 



with growing up in the information age. Having grown up in Apostles, I have an 

understanding of, and appreciation for, what the church has been through, and the 

longing to recapture the spirit-filled services of my youth. However, having had the 

opportunity to be involved in different Christian organizations during my time in 

undergrad school and at law school, I have also seen first-hand that there can be 

different ways to achieve the same result and that individuals of different ages and 

backgrounds will often disagree on how to achieve that end. I believe that my 

experiences in both traditional and nontraditional settings allow me to provide specific 

insights into the process of helping the church continue to grow. 

  

Mary Lockett 
Attending since: 1982 

Occupation: Physical Therapist, Retired 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please describe your relationship with Jesus Christ, and give a brief description of 

your prayer life.  Jesus Christ is my personal Lord and Savior, my All in All. I was born 

and raised in a Catholic home, the youngest of 5 children. I received the Sacraments of 

Confession, Communion, and Confirmation at the required times. Church attendance 

was mandatory in the early years of my life, but we gradually stopped attending. On 

March 10, 1982, at age 27, I accepted Jesus into my heart while in the company of 

friends and co-workers at Fairfax Hospital. I still remember the overwhelming love and 

cleansing that God poured on me that day. My Christian journey has not always been 

smooth, I was very naïve, but God has always been so patient and loving with me. My 

utmost trust is in the Lord. God has been doing such a work in my life since I retired on 

June 1st, 2018. So much of my identity was caught up in my work as a Physical 

Therapist in a hospital setting. Retirement has been such a blessed time; I have been 

able to spend so much time with God and He is making all things new.  

 

Please describe your history with Church of the Apostles, including how you 

came to attend.   In the spring of 1982, my friend and co-worker, and COA member, 



Betty Mallory, invited me and my son, Stephen, 3 years old, to attend COA services at 

Fairfax High School. It was unlike anything I had ever encountered. We loved it and 

continued on to Pickett Road. My early church attendance was limited due to my 

hospital work schedule, marital issues, and subsequent single parenthood. Finally in 

the 90's, I was able to attend church on a regular basis, and I was received into the 

Episcopal Church in November 1999. I moved to California in 2013, and in late 2017, 

returned to Virginia, COAA and Fairfax Hospital. Now that I’m retired, I am embracing 

this new season in my life, and feel I am at a good time in my life to participate in 

church activities and committees. 

 

In what ministries have you served at Church of the Apostles? Elsewhere?   I 

served as a greeter at Vale Road. In California, I attended "The Fathers House," and 

served on the coffee bar. Currently, I am a greeter, which I love. I just joined the Prayer 

Team Ministry and am on the prayer tree. On February 23, 2019, I began volunteering 

at The Lamb Center, sorting clothing. 

 

What are your spiritual gifts for ministry?  I took a Spiritual Gifts Survey in February 

which identified my dominant gifts as: Mercy Showing, Serving, and Teaching. I feel this 

is an accurate assessment, as I do have a great deal of empathy, sometimes too much, 

but I pray God will balance me on this. I do feel an area of strength in discernment of 

character. I would not be your person to lead a committee, but I would love to help. 

 

What do you see as the greatest challenges currently facing Church of the 

Apostles?   I believe the loss of many church members appears to be one of the 

greatest challenges. But our current congregation is so loving and supportive, and this, 

combined with the Campus Church, form a very strong and blessed congregation. I feel 

discord is being replaced by a sense of excitement that the Lord is restoring to us the 

years that the locust has eaten, as it is written in Joel 2:25. Another challenge has been 

the many attacks on the new building, but that only means that God is going to do 

great things. Of course, being in the elementary school is a challenge, but not for long! I 

believe God has everything under control and He is doing a new thing in our Church. 

 

What are your hopes and dreams for Church of the Apostles?  I have such great 

hopes and dreams for our new COAA. During the groundbreaking, God put on my 

heart that this is such Holy Ground. I envisioned many new people seeing the building 

and being drawn to come and visit and hopefully join us. I see a place that people will 

feel the peace and love of God when they enter. I see The Spirit of The Lord residing 

there. My hope is that many young families will attend and be blessed. I envision lots of 

activity and activities! 



Why do you believe God may be calling you to serve on Vestry? In a new season of 

life, where everything is different, I have grown so aware of the presence of God. He 

lets me know that He is enough, to seek Him first above anything else, and that He is all 

I need. It was suggested that I consider serving on the Vestry, and initially I was 

hesitant. After praying about it, and reading the manual, God freed me to apply. I do 

have a deep love and respect for COAA. In this new season, if honored to be a member, 

I will be able to devote my time and efforts to serving God and the Vestry of COAA to 

the best of my abilities. 
 

  

Tawnia Wheeler 
Attending since: 2015 

Occupation: Preschool Teacher 

 
 

 

 

 

Please describe your relationship with Jesus Christ, and give a brief description of 

your prayer life.  I was confirmed (Roman Catholic) as a teen, but my faith was only 

nominal until I was in college, when my relationship with Christ was transformed. I 

began to follow, not only because I had been taught, but because I desired to know 

and serve Him. Several years ago through a series of very difficult circumstances with 

our previous church, and my father's illness and death, I had a crisis of faith that 

reverberated throughout my life. The Lord has gently reassured me over this time, met 

me in places of deep need and loss and brought me through with a restored faith that 

is both simpler and stronger for the trial.  

 

Prayer for me is a daily, ongoing conversation with the Lord. I pray regularly for our 

church and the members in it. Recently, I’ve been discovering that while time regularly 

set aside for prayer is vital, that some of the most meaningful prayer sometimes comes 

at unexpected moments (like the middle of the night!) 

Please describe your history with Church of the Apostles Anglican, including how 

you came to attend.  When we decided to look for a new church, it was really 

important to me to try to reconnect with the liturgy of the church and the familiar cycle 



of the church year. At the same time, we wanted to worship with a group of people 

who were open to the move of the Holy Spirit. My husband had friends at Apostles and 

wanted to visit...we did, and we stayed! We've since become far more involved in 

Apostles Campus Church at George Mason and believe strongly in our Campus 

Church’s outreach to the community at GMU. We are firmly planted there and happily 

serving as a family. 

In what ministries have you served at Church of the Apostles Anglican? 

Elsewhere?  Before coming to Apostles, my primary ministries have been children's 

ministry, homeschool co-op teacher, meals ministry, and choir/music. 

I’ve been a replacement member of the vestry here at Apostles since October 2018.  In 

other years I've also volunteered and served at the homeless shelter outreach and as a 

language partner for international students. I am currently working as a preschool 

teacher and also see that work as an opportunity to love and serve the students and 

their families, some of whom are also international visitors and new immigrants. 

What are your spiritual gifts for ministry?  I believe that my spiritual gifts are 

primarily care-taking ones. I enjoy teaching, peace-making, and compassion ministries. 

By training, I am a writer and would be happy to serve with that skill if there was a 

need. 

What do you see as the greatest challenges currently facing Church of the 

Apostles Anglican?  I think one of the biggest challenges facing the church will be 

preparing a strong, vibrant base of people ready to welcome in and incorporate the 

many new people who will come to a new building. I also believe that there is a field 

ripe for harvest at GMU and among the youth/young adults of our community who are 

waiting for the opportunity to be part of a church which ties tradition and history to a 

radical faith-filled lifestyle and compassion and service to others. I know that Apostles 

is all those things! 

What are your hopes and dreams for Church of the Apostles Anglican?  I would 

love to see both spiritual growth and a growth in numbers. I hope that as Apostles 

continues to reach out into the community, we will see hundreds of lives transformed. I 

have a 7th and 8th grader and I'm very eager to see the tweens and teens of the 

church develop their own spiritual lives and also reach out to their peers. Finally, I want 

to see the mission at GMU continue to grow and thrive. 



Why do you believe God may be calling you to serve on Vestry?  The past several 

months on Vestry have been educational! The Lord has shown me again and again that 

prayer and fellowship are key to the way he works out his will in his church. I don’t 

completely understand my call even now, but trust that if I am willing to do his will, he 

will use me. I hope to be an effective connection between the main church and the 

campus church, and that I will be helpful towards youth outreach with my teens as 

they enter the high school years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Voting shall be by ballot and in person. 

Eligible voters must be baptized; 16 years of age or older;  

be a registered member; have a signed Membership Form on file; 

and in the previous 12 months regularly attended worship services 

and contributed financially to the church. 
 

SAMPLE BALLOT 
 There are four (4) vacancies to be filled and four (4) nominees to be considered. 

 You may vote for as few as one (1) nominee but NO MORE than four (4) 

nominees. 

 Ballots cast for more than four (4) nominees will be automatically voided. 

 Clearly indicate your vote selection with an X in the space provided. 

 

2019 Nominees 

 

__________ Philip Chakram  __________ Mary Lockett 

 

__________ Stephen Klein  __________ Tawnia Wheeler 

 

 

 

www.ChurchoftheApostles.org 


