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VESTRY MINUTES - May 7, 2018 

 
 

Present: 

The Rev. Joseph Acanfora, Rector 

Gayle Fischer, Senior Warden 

Mary Edwards, Registrar 

Luke Bonner 

Kerry Bremmer 

Bill Collins 

Andy Harris 

Judith Heisinger 

Tamara Otten 

 

Absent: Daniel Klein 

 

The May 7, 2018, meeting of the vestry of Church of the Apostles came to order at 7:20 P.M. with 

an opening prayer and devotional discussion from Session 5 of our Stott Study guide “A New 

Humanity,”  continuing from our vestry retreat and covering Ephesians 3:1-21, A New Ministry. 

Key questions from the guide that were discussed are: 

- What have you learned from a Christian whose background is different from yours?  

(Consider those different in terms of ethnicity, age, social status, denomination, etc). 

Some of the thoughts shared were: that we need to be “persistent in praise” as one member 

experienced in worshiping at traditionally black churches.  Also pointed out was one 

person’s experience with an AME (African-Methodist-Episcopal) church where they were 

welcomed into a very different style of worship and another time when they were loved on 

by the members of a local Baptist Church coming into a campground where they were 

staying, sharing a meal with them and then inviting them over to their church.   

Another member gave an example of AGLOW International meetings and the Full Gospel 

Businessmen meetings which are multi-ethnic and multi-denominational, all coming 

together, not being separate. 

We need to learn from other’s strengths, and above all be loving and welcoming. 

- How do you sense God calling you to pray for our church? 

- Kerry shared her vision of connecting with Turkish students at Virginia International 

University (VIU) by offering times of English conversation with them and the opportunity to 

practice and learn more Turkish from them. 
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- Prayer rosters – praying for individuals.  Prayer rosters were distributed by email and paper 

copies to the vestry members, so that we could be praying for and reaching out to the 

congregation. 

- To share the love of God we need to have open hearts, and be filled with His Spirit.  We 

need to be filled with and share transformative love. Gayle referenced  Isaiah 6:  

- In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a 

throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him were seraphim, each 

with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their 

feet, and with two they were flying. 3 And they were calling to one another: 

- “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

- 4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was 

filled with smoke. 

- 5 “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 

among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the 

King, the Lord Almighty.” 

- 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had 

taken with tongs from the altar. 7 With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this 

has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

- 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go 

for us?” 

- And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

- Sometimes there is grumbling in the church, and we need to be careful about this.  It shows 

a lack of trust in God, and disrespect for our brothers and sisters. 

- Purify us, Lord.  Let us speak your words.  Help us to want to know the church and its 

people more deeply.  If you know people, they will naturally come to your mind more often, 

and you will pray for them. 

We ended our time of prayer, praise and devotional discussion by taking a time of quiet worship 

and collective prayer together.  As you pray, praise God for his church, the Body of Christ, asking 

him to help us grow in appreciation of his church.  We closed by praying together Paul’s prayer for 

the church in Eph. 3:14-21. 

14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family  in heaven and on 

earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 
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power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, 

together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is 

the love of Christ,19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be 

filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

1. Name change discussion – The vestry revisited the issue of a possible name change for our 

church.  After discussion on various viewpoints it was the vestry’s consensus that a name 

change at this point in time is not building unity in the congregation when it is more 

important than ever that we move forward as one.  The bigger issue is that we fix our hearts 

and the life of our church towards a community focus, which we can proceed on whether or 

not we consider a change of name sometime in the future. 

The discussion then went in the direction of what a sign for the church on our property 

would look like, keeping in mind that the sign would be temporary for a year or so while the 

church is being built.  There were a number of ideas put forward to keep the name Church of 

the Apostles, but also incorporate the concept of community.  We acknowledged that the 

world has come to our doorsteps at this particular location.  We need to get excited for the 

vision of the church at this time, and not be distracted by focusing on a name change.  We 

want to be a church for the community; community of believers, and community of 

neighbors. 

A suggested logo would have a graphic (or two) of the building with “Church of the 

Apostles” prominently centered in large font , and then underneath “Community Centered,” 

describing the people in the church.    

We want to be welcoming to the surrounding community, both believers and neighbors. 

2. Building Update.  We recently received the approved Virginia Department of 

Transportation permit.  We still need permit and bond approvals from Fairfax County to be 

able to go to closing with the bank and then do some preliminary site clearing in order to 

have a ceremonial groundbreaking.  We have received the lien release on our land loan from 

the former property owner, and a letter went out to all the neighbors from Joe to let them 

know where things stand.  We received some positive responses from the neighbors, and the 

owners of the adjacent cemetery. 
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3. Other Business.  Joe reported that he will be going to Loyola University in Chicago, IL, for 

a few days the week of May 14 for the Greenhouse Movement Annual Retreat.  Part of the 

trip is to secure funding for Apostles’ Campus Church. 

4. Upcoming meetings: Our upcoming meetings will be on 5/22, 6/26, 7/24, 8/28 and 9/11. 

5. Adjournment:  Kerry moved to adjourn the meeting.  Andy seconded the motion and it 

passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 

 


