
 
“Disciples of Jesus, Discipling in love” 

VESTRY MINUTES – June 26, 2018 

 
 

Present: 

 

The Rev. Joseph Acanfora, Rector 

Gayle Fischer, Senior Warden 

Mary Edwards, Registrar 

Luke Bonner 

Kerry Bremmer 

Bill Collins 

Andy Harris 

Judith Heisinger 

Daniel Klein 

Tamara Otten 

 

Absent:  Phil Rooney, Treasurer 

 

 

The June 26, 2018, meeting of the vestry of Church of the Apostles came to order at 7:15 P.M. with 

an opening prayer and devotional discussion from Session 7 of our Stott Study guide “A New 

Humanity,” continuing from our vestry retreat and covering Ephesians 4:17-5:4, Purity. 

Just as last month we discussed that we are called to cultivate unity, this month we discussed our 

call to cultivate purity.  In our Christian moral education Paul uses three parallel expressions from 

Ephesians: you learned (v. 20), you heard (v.21) and you were taught (v.21). 

Firstly, Christ is himself the substance of Christian Teaching, the Word made flesh.  Second, Christ 

is the teacher, and Third, Christ is the context; the subject, the object, and the environment of the 

moral instruction being given. 

We also spoke about how it can be difficult to speak the truth in love without breaking off 

fellowship with someone.  We are called to hate the sin, but love the sinner. 

We are to use our hands and our mouths to build people up.  Do good works and help, encourage, 

cheer, and comfort people with our actions and our words. 

We are to copy God, as a child copies his parents; to show a gracious attitude and generous actions 

towards others. 

Refrain from sexual sin and foolish talk or coarse joking.  Have a high and holy view of God’s gifts. 
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1. Further discussions on name/signage logo.  Chris Rothgeb & Daniel Bonner attended the vestry 

meeting to present the thought process behind the new logo development.  Chris explained the 

mathematical formulae used in terms of spacing, negative and positive space, size and color 

used to develop a successful logo.  He talked about simplicity and being able to convey a 

message with a logo.  Sometimes you will have a sense of movement, or in the case of one 

example he showed us “Thumbtack,” the “T” was actually a thumbtack.  There is a going from 

the generic to the iconic.  

 

Chris showed us the history of Church of the Apostle’s logos featuring different motifs of three 

crosses, depicting historically our three streams, one river concept.   

 

Keeping in mind our Mission and Vision Statement, we understand that our personal and 

communal walk of faith is formed and grows as we invest ourselves in ministering to and 

discipling others. Our mission statement forms our concept of how we work for the Kingdom of 

God: 

 

“Church of the Apostles exists to glorify God and make disciples by nurturing a community in 

which every person has the opportunity to grow in intimacy with Jesus Christ and with others.” 

 

Our vision is that we will glorify God by celebrating the healing power of the Holy Spirit 

through prayer, praise and worship that overflows into community, living the joy of knowing 

Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

 

In short: We seek wholeness in Christ to facilitate communities of wholeness in the world. 

 

The basic reason for the new logo is readability. Our current logo is difficult to use in signage – 

there is a lot of blank space and it does not adapt well to different aspect ratios, so it is 

unbalanced and does not efficiently use the space.  It is unreadable on the website and other 

publications because the word “Apostles” has to be so large in order for “Church of the” to even 

be readable.    

 

Chris revealed our new church logo to us, and explained about the two fonts that are being used,  

FOCO Bold for headings, and Open Sans for text.  These fonts and the color pallet displayed 

have been standard on our website, the Apostles News, and the Sunday bulletin since January, 

so they should feel familiar to people.   

 

At next month’s meeting we will take up the discussion of the construction signage and 

permanent signage for the church property, and what should be included in each in order to meet 

Fairfax County requirements. 
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2. Diocesan Nominations for 2018 Synod. – We opened discussion to nominate two lay deputies 

and one youth deputy for the 2018 Diocesan Synod which will be held the week before 

Thanksgiving, commencing on Friday afternoon, November 16, and continuing through 

Saturday, November 17, at All Saints’ Church in Woodbridge, VA. 

 

After a time of  discussion Tamara Otten nominated Kerry Bremmer and Tyler Aberle as our 

primary delegates, with Luke Bonner and Gayle Fisher as alternate delegates, and Daniel Klein 

as the youth delegate for Diocesan Synod.  Andy Harris seconded the nominations, and there 

was a unanimous vote to affirm the slate. 

 

We also made a motion to nominate Joe Acanfora for the Provincial Assembly to be held in 

Plano, Texas in June 2019. 

 

3. Finance & Building update.  Gayle Fischer gave us an update in Phil’s place.  She reported that 

giving is below budget but is meeting current expenses.  Destined for Joy contributions are 

continuing, which is important as building project costs have increased.  We received our  

building permit today, June 26, which we were all thankful for.  

 

Joe offered up his thought that we don’t want to carry a large debt for years to come, and that he 

hopes and prays that we could be debt free within seven years.  We discussed some ways we 

could possibly do this.   

 

Kerry Bremmer suggested initiating a crafts/art fair to be held near Christmas.  She volunteered 

to head up such a fair, realizing we would be starting off small and hopefully building upon it, 

year-by-year.  Joe thought we might make it more of a Fall Festival in order to not only make 

money, but to also give back to the community.  We would set aside a portion of the proceeds to 

be used for the community around us.  This might be a combination of a crafts fair and a Fun in 

the Park sort of day. 

 

Joe also reported that he has recently spoken with Randy Watts who was involved with our 

Destined for Joy campaign.  Randy suggested starting up another building campaign to last two 

years and start sometime in the fall when there would be a substantial amount of work done on 

the project.  Our thought is that if we pursue this, we would probably just run it on our own 

without any outside assistance.  It is something for us all to start thinking about and praying 

about. Gayle shared that we will need to raise about $600,000 in the next 2 years to meet the 

bank’s equity requirement. This doesn’t include furnishings or kitchen equipment. 
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The final item for the building update was the thought of having a thank you celebration with a 

ground breaking ceremony on a Saturday, probably in the next month or so.  This would be an 

event that would start out at the new property and continue at the Pender Drive Office and 

Community Center with perhaps food and possibly some sort of service.   

 

4. Other business.  There are currently two candidates under consideration for Josh’s position 

when he leaves in December.  The selected candidate would be responsible for funding part of 

the position themselves through fund raising via the Green House Church Movement.  The 

candidate would split their time two-thirds towards the ministry of the Campus Church, and 

one-third as the youth pastor. 

 

5. Upcoming meetings. 7/24, 8/28, 9/11 

   

Adjournment:  Luke Bonner moved to adjourn the meeting.  Daniel Klein seconded the motion and 

it passed unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:15 p.m. 

 


