
 
“Disciples of Jesus, Discipling in love” 

VESTRY MINUTES- Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

   

Attendees: 

 

The Rev. Joseph Acanfora, Rector    

Kerry Bremmer     Daniel Klein 

Bill Collins      Tamara Otten 

Mary Edwards, Registrar    Phil Rooney, Treasurer 

Gayle Fischer, Senior Warden   Tawnia Wheeler 

Andy Harris, Junior Warden    Intercessors:  Bill Bremmer and  

Judith Heisinger       Kristin Colligan 

 

The November 27, 2018, meeting of the vestry of Church of the Apostles came to order at 7:15 P.M. 

with opening prayer, singing and devotional discussion from Session 11 of our Stott Study guide 

“Reading Ephesians,” continuing from our vestry retreat and covering Ephesians 6:10-24, Power. 

 

How do you need to shape your prayer life so you can engage the battle through prayer? 

Prayer is for our protection and to erect a hedge against spiritual attacks.  We must lift each other 

and the concerns of the church up in prayer.  We can do this through participation in things like 

Synod, prayer circles, a day of fasting and prayer, a time of congregational prayer where we call 

upon God’s power, protection and strength He gives us through prayer.  We must make prayer our 

first response, and not an afterthought.  As the vestry, we must lead the way by praying for the 

members of our church by name.  We must be armed and ready to move in the power of His might.  

Remember that we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly 

places (Ephesians 6:12), so we must not grow weary of praying no matter what we do or do not see 

happening.  It can take a while for something visible to happen.  We have freedom to talk to God 

about anything, at any time, and we can know that He is listening, so let us be consistent and 

persistent with prayer.   

How have your goals and desires for your Christian community been influenced by studying 

Ephesians this year? 

The Lord has spoken to us about the importance of unity in His church.  We can think of this as 

God’s new society.  We may picture it as a church or congregation, but we are establishing God’s 

new society where we are “one” as long as we are all in Him.  We have gifts and ministries to offer 

in this society.   

 

 



 
“Disciples of Jesus, Discipling in love” 

VESTRY MINUTES- Tuesday, November 27, 2018 

 

Spend time quietly reflecting on the battle and the armor.  Ask God to give you wisdom and 

strength for the battle and to help you to put on the whole armor of God daily.   

Put on the full armor each day, and be intentional about praying through the various pieces of armor. 

Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and 

having done all, to stand. 

Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 

and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of 

faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.  And take the 

helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with all 

prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and the 

supplication of all the saints. 

Ephesians 6:11-18 

1. Finance & Building Update: Phil presented our Income & Expenses Report through October.  

Although contributions are about 10% below what we projected for this point in the year, our 

expenses continue to come in under the amount budgeted, so we remain basically even.  Phil 

reported that an anonymous check for $9,000 was received on Sunday.   

The Diocesan Giving Commitment letter for 2019 was prepared, and we voted to include a 4.1% 

offering to DOMA in the 2019 budget. 

We worked on editing the first of four year-end appeal letters to be sent out to the congregation 

in the online Apostles News. 

We had further discussion from our October vestry meeting regarding the audio/visual needs in 

our new building.  It will take a substantial investment, and will primarily focus on our worship 

space.  For now, existing equipment that we have on hand will be used to outfit the basement 

with AV.  We are looking into purchasing and/or receiving some AV items from The Falls 

Church Anglican who will be outfitting their new church building with all new AV equipment. 

The next item of business was a resolution on the amount of Joe Acanfora’s 2019 compensation that 

is to be designated as a housing allowance for tax purposes.  After a brief discussion a motion was 

put forward by Tamara Otten, seconded by Tawnia Wheeler and passed unanimously by the vestry.  

Tamara reiterated her comment from last year that as our contributions become more robust in the 

future, we would like to fully restore Joe’s salary and benefits to previous levels. 
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2. Josh Kammerer termination:  Josh and Stephanie will be moving to Valparaiso, Indiana in 

December so that she can take up a teaching position at Valparaiso University.  Josh’s last 

Sunday with us will be December 16, and he will preach at a combined service at Willow 

Springs.  We will have an extended coffee hour and give them a financial gift to help with their 

move and settling in.  Josh will be paid through December 31 and we will be gifting his church 

computer to him to take. 

Mary made a motion that we give them a gift in the amount of $500, which Tamara seconded 

and all vestry members approved. 

3. Campus Church/Youth Pastor position:  Steve and Adelia Matson are arriving this coming 

weekend to visit with us and explore the possibility of a call to be our next Campus 

Church/Youth Pastor.  The vestry will host dinner for them on Sunday at 6:00 pm.  

Other possible contenders for the position are: Joel Lafferty in the CANA East Diocese, and 

Blake Singer, a Divinity student at Duke University in the Anglican Diocese of the South.  

4. By-laws Committee:  We briefly discussed setting up a new committee to review and revise the 

By-laws of Church of the Apostles Anglican.  Suggested members of the committee are Kerry 

Bremmer, Tamara Otten, Mary Edwards, Jane Campbell, and Annie Patterson.  

5. Upcoming meetings: 12/11, 1/15, 1/29, 2/12, 2/26; Annual Meeting 3/10, New Vestry 3/26; 

Vestry Retreat: Late March/early April) 

Adjournment:  Kerry moved to adjourn the meeting.  Daniel seconded the motion and it passed 

unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:08 p.m. 

 


