
	
“Disciples of Jesus, Discipling in love” 

VESTRY-MINUTES - May 23, 2017 
Church of the Apostles glorifies God by celebrating the healing power of the 

Holy Spirit through prayer, praise and worship that overflows into 
community, living the joy of knowing Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

O Lord God, heavenly Father you cannot be contained by space or time, yet you are pleased to 
dwell in the midst of your people, and have moved us to set apart a space in which we can come 

together to pray, worship and serve you and the people you love: Accept and bless the work 
before us in acquiring and building this space, that it may be brought to completion to honor the 
glory of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God in all time and place. Amen 
 

Vestry present: Tyler Aberle (Senior Warden), John Stock (Junior Warden), Jane Campbell, Mary Edwards, 
Gayle Fischer, Andy Harris, Judith Heisinger, Daniel Klein, Tamara Otten, Joseph Acanfora (Rector), Phil 
Rooney (Treasurer) 

7:15 PM: Opening Prayer/Praise/Devotional discussion – Acts Chapter 16 

Is there a typical day in the life of the church?  Paul’s life was far from ordinary if you view it against a life of 
high earthly quality from a physical sense of comfort and ease.  God called him to a life of suffering and he 
counted the cost a blessing.  Is it any different for us?  Your  location (country) on the earth or culture can 
make a difference.  While the nature of Christians is to suffer for Jesus Christ, and rejoice in suffering, western 
Christians are surprised when they are called upon to suffer.  When you are strong in the faith, you are strong 
in fellowship with believers.  This brings strength to the body of believers.  Praying and singing songs of 
worship.  Faith handed down through suffering.  Satan is out to stop the church.  Today the church is being 
winnowed down by apathetic Christianity in the West.  Satan doesn’t have to actively persecute most 
churches.   

Gayle spoke about the Campus Church at Mason – They sit down together for a meal; there is fellowship and 
study in public spaces of the campus.  We need to get outside the walls of our sanctuary (school), and be 
visible. 

Being incarnational.  Food, family, fellowship.  Searching for a connection. 

House churches were the norm up until 4th century.  Once institutionalizing began, man began to put a 
government structure in the church. 

1. Building update – Judith gave an update of a meeting with two of the contractors. Dan Debettencourt, 
the current architect, is working to decrease the size of the building some, and raise the elevation of 
the building some, which would mean moving a lot less dirt and saving a great deal of money. 
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Scott/Long – Basically suggested going back to the drawing board, which no one is in favor of.  This 
would draw things out for at least another year and add considerable cost. 

2.  Finance update – Phil Rooney gave a finance update with data for the previous month.  Judith moved 
to add Gayle Fischer to the Finance Committee.  The motion was seconded by Tamara and passed 
unanimously. 

3. Upcoming Vestry Retreat will be July 21-22 – Caol Ait Retreat Center in Clifton, VA 

4. Willow Springs – We have been able this past month to participate in a couple of projects for the 
school; we provided sound engineering for the production of school play, and this coming weekend the 
youth of our church will be doing grounds work on some of the gardens. 

5. Upcoming Vestry Meeting Schedule:  June 27, July 25, August 22 

6. Other 

 ACNA Provincial Assembly.  We are sending some representatives from COA to the ACNA Provincial 
Assembly that will be held in Wheaton, IL, June 28 – July 3.  A van with some of our youth will be 
traveling out there for the Provincial Youth Gathering, which is featuring Louie Giglio, Ben Kwashi, as 
well as others.  There will be three days of mission work in inner city Chicago as a part of the Provincial 
Youth Gathering. The trip is in partnership with the experienced Center for Student Missions (CSM.org) 
Chicago center. 

Our Missionaries. Reminder to be faithful to pray for them. 
 

At 10:30 – Daniel moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Tyler. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 

Closing Prayer: Everliving God, whose will it is that all should come to you through your Son Jesus 
Christ: Inspire our witness to him, that all may know the power of his forgiveness and the hope of his 
resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.	

 


