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Present: 

The Rev. Joseph Acanfora, Rector 
Tyler Aberle, Senior Warden 
John Stock, Junior Warden 
Jane Campbell, Registrar 
Mary Edwards 
Gayle Fischer 
Andy Harris 
Judith Heisinger 
Daniel Klein 
Tamara Otten 
Phil Rooney, Treasurer 
 

The November 28, 2017, meeting of the vestry of Church of the Apostles came to order at 7:31 P.M. 
with a devotional discussion of 1 Peter 1:13–25, worship and prayer. 

1. Finance and Building Update. 

a. The Bank. Phil described his conversation today with Alissa M. Curry Briggs, senior vice 
president and regional lending executive at First Virginia Community Bank, who will be 
away for most of the month of December and who summarized our current status. The 
bank won’t complete review of our loan application paperwork, she reported, until early 
January. This means that, adding about two weeks for settlement on the loan and 45 days 
for builder staging, we possibly won’t break ground until mid- or late-February. Much 
depends on the result of the appraisal, which is in process right now. Our groundbreaking 
ceremony could be held earlier. 

b. The 2018 Budget. After an extensive discussion of the 2018 budget Phil distributed, Judith 
moved and Daniel seconded to approve the budget as amended at $656,985. The motion 
passed unanimously. Tamara moved and Mary seconded that the vestry review the salary 
matrix at the end of each quarter with a specific reevaluation of the reduction in Joe’s 
salary, starting with the end of the first quarter in 2018. The motion passed unanimously. 
Phil noted that other staffers have not had a cost-of-living raise for several years. 

c. GoFundMe. Mary suggested the possibility of an online GoFundMe campaign for the 
church building fund. Daniel said that a similar effort helped keep the doors open for the 
University Mall Theatre. Mary volunteered to look into it, and Jane offered to tweak the 
presentation to be as compelling and persuasive as possible. 
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d. Year-End Giving Appeals. The vestry affirmed the wording of Joe’s first appeal letter, 
geared toward balancing the budget. A second appeal on December 11 will remind the 
congregation of commitments made to Destined for Joy. The final appeal will be sent the 
day after Christmas, reiterating that it’s not too late to give and still get a tax benefit in the 
current tax year. 

2. Our Church Name. Joe asked if the name Church of the Apostles tells the community plainly who 
we are and reflects our identity as a community of prayer, praise and worship wanting to make 
Jesus known to the community around us. We want to be a semi-permeable membrane, he 
pointed out, not a wall. Do people understand the word apostles? Would another name honor our 
history, provide continuity and still reflect more clearly who we are? Vestry discussion included 
the names Apostles Community Church and Community of Apostles and whether the word Anglican 
should be included or excluded in the name. Joe urged the vestry to pray through the vision 
statement and listen for what the Lord is telling us about our name. We will resume discussion 
later. 

3. Vestry Nominating Committee. Joe shared a list of possible nominees, by no means a closed list, 
and invited other ideas. Outgoing vestry members Tyler, John and Jane will form the nominating 
committee and speak to those on Joe’s list, as well as suggest other potential vestry candidates. 

4. Upcoming Meeting Schedule. The vestry confirmed upcoming meetings on the following dates: 
December 12, January 9, January 23 and February 27. March 18 was proposed as a possible date 
for the annual meeting, which Joe said he would run by the staff. 

5. Adjournment. Andy moved and Judith seconded to adjourn the meeting. The motion passed 
unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 10:12 P.M. 


