
 
“Disciples of Jesus, Discipling in love.” 

VISION 

Church of the Apostles glorifies God by celebrating the healing power of the 
Holy Spirit through prayer, praise and worship that overflows into community, 

living the joy of knowing Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
	  

Minutes of Vestry Meeting 
December 16, 2014 

 
Clergy Present:  The Rev. Joseph Acanfora, Rector 
 
Vestry Members Present:  Bill Collins, Sr. Warden; Jane Campbell, Jr. Warden; Tom DeSocio; 
Terry French; Gayle Fischer; Paul St. Andre; Brad Brewster; Lynne Harris; Andrew Blount; and 
Mike Kelley. 

Vestry Members Absent:  James Daffron and Joel Carrillo. 
 
Others Present:  Gary French, Administrator; Phil Rooney, Treasurer; and Donna Wenrick and 
Cheryl Collins, Intercessors. 
 
The meeting began at 7:15 pm with holy praise and worship, prayers, and a reading and discussion 
of Psalm 45 from the Book of Common Prayer. The Rector asked that the men and women on 
Vestry read alternate verses. Vestry members reflected on what this psalm is saying. Mike Kelly 
shared, “The King is coming; it’s a celebration,” and the Rector responded,” Yes, this is one of the 
Royal Psalms.” Paul St. Andre shared, “Ride out and conquer for the cause of truth and hope of 
justice.” Jane Campbell shared, “It’s like America where everyone gets excited over a new 
President when we are actually ultimately looking for the Messiah.” The Rector pointed us to verse 
18 on page 648, “I will make your name to be remembered from one generation to another; 
therefore nations will praise you for ever and ever.” The Rector asked what this psalm means to us. 
Mike shared, “I don’t think we understand what goodness and joy we’re going to see in heaven. It 
should give us encouragement as we walk on this earth” (verse 3, page 647). Jane shared, “It’s hard 
to miss how different this is from what we’re experiencing. The battle is around us—140 students 
killed by the Taliban in Pakistan, and the attack in Sidney yesterday.” The Rector asked, “What is 
the implication to the Church today?” Gary, Bill and Mike responded about the feeling of being 
caught up in the heavenly realm—walking away from the world and into the Kingdom. Jane prayed 
into this psalm for us. 
 
The Rector led the Vestry in prayer:  O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and 
light rises up in darkness for the godly: Grant us, in all our doubts and uncertainties, the grace to 
ask what you would have us do, that your Spirit of wisdom may save us from all false choices, and 
that in your light we may see light, and in your straight path we may not stumble; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



 
Treasurer’s Report.  Phil Rooney presented an administrative resolution to the Vestry for the 
reallocation of the portion of the Rector’s salary that pertains to housing allowance. Tax law 
requires periodic adjustments of the housing allowance, which is not taxable for clergy, to reflect 
actual cost. Jane moved and Brad seconded a motion to accept a downward adjustment of $2,500 to 
the Rector’s designated housing allowance.  All were in favor. (Attachment 1) 
 
Phil shared that Apostles membership and regular, nonmember attendee numbers have been 
updated. Phil reported that we currently have 222 Apostles members and another 140 individuals 
who are regular attendees. 
 
Regarding our Budget Status, Phil reported that our 2014 Budget of $1.067 million includes 
$30,000 in reserves. As of November 2014, income was $84,643 short of the Budget. However, Phil 
shared that after making our last quarter distribution to missionaries, 2014 expenses through 
November totaled $931,071, with one month left in 2014. Phil shared that he projects offerings will 
total $966,000 for 2014, unless there are large end-of-year donations. Our Building Fund total 
remains at a little over $90,000. The Rector shared that if we acquire a Building in the coming year, 
income will need to increase, or we will need to consider further cuts to budgeted expenses for 
2015. 
 
Building Update. The Rector shared that Gary and Phil have been talking to banks about possible 
financing for a potential building. 
 
The Rector also shared that he, Gary and Phil were engaged in serious discussion with the owners 
and the realtor of the building in Fairfax City. 
 
Regarding next steps, if we sign a revised Letter of Intent, we will have 45 days for due diligence. 
We also would need to engage our architect at FORMDESIGN to develop design and cost estimates. 
(The architect is associated with Truro.) FORMDESIGN’s proposal for architectural services includes 
the following: 
 
• Phase	   I	   Survey/Basic	   Test-‐Fit	   to	  determine	  how	  our	  Apostles	  design	  would	   fit	   into	   the	  existing	   space	  

and	  design	  would	  cost	  $2,500.	  
 
• Phase	  II	  Schematic	  Design	  Phase,	  based	  on	  written	  approval	  of	  the	  test-‐fit,	  would	  include	  drawings	  of	  

all	   existing	   conditions	   and	   would	   form	   the	   base	   drawing	   for	   preparation	   of	   all	   future	   architectural,	  
engineering,	  equipment	  plans,	  and	  specifications.	  Phase	  II	  would	  cost	  $9,750.	  

 
• In	  Phase	  III,	  the	  Construction	  Document	  Phase,	  FORMDESIGN	  would	  prepare	  a	  set	  of	  scaled	  architectural,	  

mechanical,	   electrical,	   and	   plumbing	   drawings	   in	   sufficient	   detail	   necessary	   (1)	   to	   obtain	   a	   building	  
permit	  from	  the	  local	  jurisdiction	  (Fairfax	  City,	  including	  the	  Health	  Department);	  (2)	  to	  obtain	  approval	  
from	  the	  owner(s);	  and	  (3)	  for	  construction	  of	  all	  phases	  of	  the	  property.	  The	  fee	  for	  this	  phase	  would	  
be	  $18,750.	  

 
Vestry members knowledgeable of the cost for architectural services shared that the total cost of 
$31,000 for complete architectural drawings is very reasonable. The Rector asked the Vestry if we 
would be willing to approve the revised Letter of Intent. In addition, the Rector asked the Vestry if 
we would be willing to approve funds for Phase I and Phase II of the architectural design, so that we 
would be in a position to move forward immediately if the owners accept and sign our Letter of 
Intent. 
 
Brad Brewster moved and Mike Kelley seconded a motion to approve Apostles’ revised Letter of 
Intent to purchase the property at 9715 Fairfax Boulevard, Fairfax, VA.  All were in favor.  



 
 
Mike Kelley moved and Tom DeSocio seconded a motion to fund the work in FORMDESIGN’s 
proposal for Phases I and II Survey and Design at a total cost of $12,250, upon acceptance of 
Apostles’ revised Letter of Intent by the owners of the property at 9715 Fairfax Boulevard, Fairfax, 
VA. All were in favor.  
 
Vestry members encouraged the Rector to give the congregation a status report on our efforts to 
acquire this property at the Sunday service. 
 
New Vestry Nominations. The Rector shared that Brad Brewster, Joel Carrillo, Bill Collins, and 
Gayle Fischer will be departing the Vestry on March 15. The Rector said that Brad Brewster is 
eligible to serve another term on Vestry as he completed another Vestry member’s term and had not 
served a full term. Brad responded that given his upcoming work relocation to Houston, continuing 
on Vestry isn’t feasible. The Rector shared that historically, outgoing Vestry members form a 
nominating committee and asked that Bill and Gayle take the lead on this. 
 
Possible Congregational Retreat. Lynne Harris and Terry French shared that Truro and All Saints 
have held congregational retreats, as has Apostles in the past. They noted that Kristin Colligan was 
involved in past congregational retreats. Lynne and Terry said they would present a preliminary 
plan for an Apostles’ congregational retreat at our next Vestry meeting. 
 
Congregation Prayer List. The Rector distributed the list of congregation members that was e-
mailed to the Vestry in advance of our meeting. The Rector assigned each Vestry member a page 
(i.e., a table on the electronic file) with a list of Apostles’ members and regular attendees and asked 
us to pray for them over the next month. The Rector shared that we will rotate lists each month so 
that each Vestry member prays for everyone in the congregation over the next year. The Rector 
asked Paul St. Andre to take over the management of this effort. 
 
Jane Campbell’s Africa Trip.  The Rector asked Jane Campbell to give the Vestry a brief 
summary of her recent trip to Africa. Jane shared that throughout both halves of her 2-week trip, she 
was with people at risk. During her first week, she was with young African evangelists in Kenya 
being trained and mentored by Getachew Bezabih (of the Eleventh Hour Network), Alison Barfoot 
of Global Mobilization Ministries (GMM), and others. The evangelists work in northeast Kenya and 
are at risk of stoning, persecution and death at the hands of Muslim extremists. During Jane’s 
second week, she was in Kampala, Uganda, with the girls of primary, secondary and college age in 
the Generations Development Mission (GENDEMI) ministry home, at risk from broken or even 
polygamist backgrounds and the dire need for sponsors. , Jane explained that the owner of the 
property attempted to raise the rent for December, believing that since Western money is being 
donated to help, the ministry must be loaded. Such is not the case; donations are not covering full 
costs for the 20 or so girls. Jane, as GENDEMI’s new liaison at Apostles, said she needs to find 
more sponsors for the girls as well as how to raise additional funds to help the ministry buy or build 
its own place. Jane called to our remembrance the passage in II Corinthians where Paul wrote that 
the believers gave out of their poverty and great joy. Jane also shared that her grandfather arrived in 
Nigeria as a missionary on December 5, 1914, almost 100 years to the day she left Africa, and she 
marveled at the timing. The Rector added that Bishop John Guernsey will be going to Africa the last 
two weeks in July 2015 to minister to the evangelists of the Eleventh Hour Network reaching out to 
the Somalis, and is strongly encouraging Joe to join him. 
 
Christmas Eve Service. The Rector shared that Apostles will have a multigenerational service in 
the Whole Word Fellowship Sanctuary at 5:30 pm on Christmas Eve. The Rector also shared that 
we will be continuing our New Year’s Day outreach to the homeless on January 1. 



 
 
Next Vestry Meeting.  The Rector shared that the date for our next Vestry meeting will be January 
13, 2015, as he will be away on the fourth Tuesday in January.  The scheduling of a Vestry meeting 
following the January 13 meeting will take into consideration the 45-day period for due diligence 
pursuant to our Letter of Intent, if it is accepted. The 45-day period would end on February 10, 
2015. 
 
Jane moved and Andrew seconded a motion to adjourn. All were in favor. The meeting adjourned 
at 10:00 pm. 
 
The Rector led the Vestry in a closing prayer. 

 


