
 
“Disciples of Jesus, Discipling in love.” 

VISION 

Church of the Apostles glorifies God by celebrating the healing power of the 
Holy Spirit through prayer, praise and worship that overflows into community, 

living the joy of knowing Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
	  

 

Minutes of Vestry Meeting 
January 27, 2015 

 
Clergy Present:  The Rev. Joseph Acanfora, Rector 
 
Vestry Members Present:  Bill Collins, Sr. Warden; Jane Campbell, Jr. Warden; Andrew Blount; Gayle 
Fischer; Lynne Harris; Mike Kelley; James Daffron; Joel Carrillo; Tom DeSocio; Brad Brewster; and Terry 
French. 
 
Vestry Members Absent: Paul St. Andre. 
 
Others Present:  Gary French, Administrator; Phil Rooney, Treasurer; and Pierre Pope and Bobbie Zickle, 
Intercessors. 
 
The meeting began at 7:15 pm with holy praise and worship, prayers, and a reading and discussion 
of John 20: 19-21—Jesus Appears to His Disciples. The Rector asked the Vestry what this scripture 
was saying to them. James shared that he heard “Peace be with you.” Tom shared he focused on the 
words, “As my Father sent me, I am sending you. Receive the Holy Spirit.” Lynne shared that she 
felt the exuberance of the scriptures. The Rector shared that John preached repentance. Jesus told 
the disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit to receive power.  Mike shared that he heard that we need to 
prepare, like new wine needs new wine skins. Tom shared that Jesus gave them authority to forgive 
sins. Brad shared that the greatest witness that we can give is to show forgiveness. Mike shared that 
it is incarnational—how God’s word comes to us, “The word became flesh.” The Rector shared, 
“He is the light of the world,” and He told us to be “light to the world.” The end of the beatitudes 
speaks to us being “salt and light.” The Rector shared that 1 John 4:17 says, “By this, is love 
perfected in us.” Brad prayed into this scripture for us. He prayed for the Lord to lead us into 
knowledge of our empowerment that we might glimpse Him more often and understand more fully 
the authority he has given us to carry out His will and His work. 
 
The Rector led the Vestry in a discussion of our Vision and the milestone #3 for our 
Community–Centered ministry.  The Rector then led the Vestry in reading our Community-
Centered Ministry together. 

We plan, by the grace of God, in the coming year, to be led to a place from which we can minister, 
a center of community from which we can reach out to the surrounding community, using this as a 
place for regular Sunday worship, formation, healing, and office space combined under one roof. 
And since God has blessed us with the gifting of worship arts (music, dance, art), we plan to use 
this space for arts programs for people of all ages. 



 

 

The Rector recounted what Bill Collins shared at our last meeting—about the pros and cons of the 
potential church building’s location: That it (1) is in central Fairfax, near the Lamb Center and 
homeless people we have ministered to over the years, (2) is a good location for most of our 
members, (3) can be seen from the street, and (4) the building is conducive to community center 
activities. However, the building is not in the safest location and we would need to consider 
necessary security, particularly for our youth. 
 
Tom shared that we need to be in this type of neighborhood to carry out the Lord’s work. It is across 
from public transportation, in the inner city, and near schools (Fairfax High School, in particular). 
 
Terry shared that it looks like a community center and could easily be transformed into a church. 
Jane shared a testimony about minister from Houston several years ago. He had left Houston and 
traveled to New York where David Wilkerson prayed for him. The minister returned to Houston 
and had a whole different ministry. She also shared about a Pastor in Philadelphia who split the 
congregation when he shared about the Holy Spirit.  Within the year, some left the church, but 
many new people came and the church prospered. 
 
Building Update. The Rector shared that we do not yet have the sellers’ acceptance of our Letter of 
Intent, and we are not yet under a commitment to make a go or no go decision. The Rector 
encouraged the Vestry to continue to pray into this opportunity and seek the Lord’s will for 
Apostles. The Rector shared that when we receive a purchase agreement we will need to be 
prepared to make a decision on next steps. He shared that our Architect is moving forward with 
Survey and Design drawings.  
 
The Rector also shared what he had learned through the Diocese about Randy Watts, who has led 
several church Capital Campaigns. The Rector explained that Randy uses a spiritual approach—lots 
of prayer instead of personal visits and arm-twisting. The Rector asked the Vestry to pray about 
whether we should consider contracting with Randy to lead a Capital Campaign for Apostles. He 
said that Randy Watts could be available to meet with us in February. 
 
Jane moved and Tom seconded a motion that the Vestry plan to meet with Randy Watts on the 
second or fourth Tuesday in February to learn more about his experience in leading church Capital 
Campaigns. The Rector asked Phil to share with the Vestry about his work on a revised budget 
scenario. 
 
Treasurer’s Report.  Phil Rooney shared about his discussions with Sandy Spring Bank about a 
mortgage loan. The Rector shared that this is where a Capital campaign would help us. The Rector 
shared that he was assured by people in the Diocese that had worked with Randy Watts that we 
could potentially pay off our mortgage in 7 years. The Rector said that Randy was a prayerful 
Christian who trusted the Lord and did not operate in his own strength. As a result, those who have 
worked with him have seen the Lord miraculously bless the results of such a campaign. 
 
Because of the lengthy discussions regarding upcoming decisions on the potential building 
acquisition, the Rector suggested we defer the remainder of the agenda until our next meeting on 
February 10, 2015.   
Jane moved and the Tom seconded a motion to adjourn at 10:10 pm.  All were in favor. The Rector 
led the Vestry in a closing prayer.  
 


