
 
“Disciples of Jesus, Discipling in love.” 

VISION 

Church of the Apostles glorifies God by celebrating the healing power of the 
Holy Spirit through prayer, praise and worship that overflows into community, 

living the joy of knowing Jesus as Lord and Savior. 
	  

 
Minutes of Vestry Meeting 

January 13, 2014 
 

Clergy Present:  The Rev. Joseph Acanfora, Rector 
 
Vestry Members Present:  Bill Collins, Sr. Warden; Jane Campbell, Jr. Warden (by phone); Tom 
DeSocio; Terry French; Lynne Harris; Mike Kelley; Paul St. Andre; Joel Carrillo; James Daffron; 
Andrew Blount; Brad Brewster; and Gayle Fischer 
 
Others Present:  Gary French, Administrator; Phil Rooney, Treasurer; and Gretchen Keitt and Jan 
Rooney, Intercessors. 
 
The meeting began at 7:15 pm with holy praise and worship, prayers, and a reading and discussion 
of Ephesians 1:15-23. The Rector asked the Vestry what this scripture was saying to them. James 
shared that the eyes of our hearts being open spoke to him of spiritual understanding. Gayle, Lynne, 
and Tom shared about the awesomeness of God’s power working in us—the same power that raised 
Christ from the dead and seated Him at the right hand of the Father. His power works in us as we 
seek Him.  Mike shared that the Lord gives us power to do whatever we are called to do. He noted 
verse 23 – God made Christ head over everything for the church, which is the fullness of Him who 
fills everything. Tom added that the fullness of Him who fills everything refers to the body of 
Christ. The Rector confirmed that that is where the power is—in the body. Brad prayed into this 
scripture and what it means to us, starting with verses 9 &10, for God made known to us the 
mystery of His will according to his good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ, to be put into 
effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth 
together under one head, even Christ. We are to submit to Christ, seek his will, and walk in it. 
 
The Rector led the Vestry in prayer:  O God of peace, you have taught us that in returning and 
rest we shall be saved, in quietness and confidence shall be our strength: By the might of your Spirit 
lift us, we pray, to your presence, where we may be still and know that you are God; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Treasurer’s Report.  Phil Rooney shared that while giving was less than our 2014 budget, this was 
because we did not have large year-end giving as we did in December 2013. Phil also shared that 
while giving was less than in 2013 and expenses were a little higher, our total assets, including cash 
and investments at the end of 2014 were about $11,000 higher than our cash and investments at the 
end of 2013. This is because the value of our equities (stocks) increased, and we received donations 



 
of stock. The bottom line is that we ended 2014 in good shape even though giving was less than 
projected. 
 
Building Update. The Rector shared an update on the seller’s response to the last revision to our 
Letter of Intent regarding the property at 9715 Fairfax Boulevard, Fairfax, VA. The Rector 
explained that Apostles received the seller’s response to our Letter of Intent (which is not binding) 
on Thursday, January 8th.There are a few minor revisions that are still needed. Specifically, we had 
amended the confidentiality agreement to include the words “and congregants” with regards to 
discussions between the parties regarding the purchase transaction. Our revised paragraph had not 
been included in the Letter of Intent returned by the sellers. The sellers’ agent said that our revised 
paragraph was inadvertently omitted and he told us to put the language to include our congregants 
in the discussions back in the letter of Intent when we return it to them. The Rector also explained 
that Apostles had added a paragraph at the end of the Letter of Intent to make it explicit that the 
Letter of Intent is non-binding. 

The Rector asked Phil to share with the Vestry the gist of our discussions with bankers. Phil shared 
that banks may be willing to finance about 80% of the appraised value with improvements. 
However, we would still need committed giving by the congregation and other fund-raising to be in 
a position to purchase this property with 20 percent down. 

Mike Kelly reminded the Vestry that God is in control. We need to trust Him to show us what He 
has for us. We need to walk this out in prayer, and boost our prayers with fasting. The Vestry 
agreed to pray and fast while seeking the Lord for his will on our new location. 

Jane referred the Vestry to Psalm 127:1—Unless the Lord builds the House, its builders labor in 
vain.  

After lengthy discussion (two Vestry members were absent at our last meeting), the Vestry decided 
to vote again on moving forward with the Letter of Intent to purchase the property at 9715 Fairfax 
Boulevard. 

As in our vote at last month’s meeting, Brad Brewster moved and Mike Kelley seconded a motion 
to approve Apostles’ revised Letter of Intent to purchase the property at 9715 Fairfax Boulevard, 
Fairfax, VA.  All were in favor.  

Vestry members encouraged the Rector to give the congregation a status report on our efforts to 
acquire this property at our upcoming Sunday service. The Vestry agreed to stand with the Rector 
during his presentation. Several Vestry members also expressed their willingness to be the first 
investors in this effort, if the church decides to go forward with the purchase of the property. 
 
Other Agenda Items.  
 
Paul St. Andre asked the Vestry members to move forward one page on our prayer list for the 
congregation and to pray for their new list of congregants over the next month. 
 
Because of the lengthy discussion of the potential purchase of the property on Arlington Boulevard, 
the Rector shared that the remaining agenda items would be deferred until our next meeting, which 
will be held on Tuesday, January 27th. 
 
Brad moved and the Rector seconded a motion to adjourn at 9:55 pm.  All were in favor. The Rector 
led the Vestry in a closing prayer. 
 


