
 
“Disciples of Jesus, Discipling in love” 

VESTRY MINUTES - Tuesday, October 9, 2018 

 

 

Attendees: 

 

The Rev. Joseph Acanfora, Rector 

Kerry Bremmer 

Bill Collins 

Mary Edwards, Registrar 

Gayle Fischer, Senior Warden 

Andy Harris, Junior Warden 

Judith Heisinger 

Josh Kammerer, Associate Rector 

Daniel Klein 

Tamara Otten 

Phil Rooney, Treasurer 

Intercessors:  Diedre DiGirolamo and Bonnie Garilli  

 

The October 9, 2018, meeting of the vestry of Church of the Apostles came to order at 7:15 P.M. with 

an opening prayer and devotional discussion from Day 3 from our Nehemiah Devotional Series, a story 

of revival guiding us in this period of revival for us.  Tonight we focused on 1 Peter 2:1-10 and had 

discussion around the following questions: 

 

What are the things God is calling you to “put away” (vs 1).  (Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice 

and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.)  Some of the things that the Lord is calling 

us individually and collectively to put away are our perceived need to always be in control of 

situations, judging one another, anxiety and excessive worry over things we feel we should be in 

control of, turning over leadership to others and stepping back so others can step forward, and in all 

things patience. 

 

How has the Lord built your Spiritual house?  What is good about your Spiritual house?  What is 

lacking in it?  Pray for the Lord to increase the good, build up what is lacking, and tear down what is 

not of Him.  Pray for the conviction of the Holy Spirit to make clear the differentiation of what is good, 

what is lacking, and what is wicked, as our eyes can be blinded by the world, the flesh and the devil.   

 

(But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you 

may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light). (vs 9-10).  

How have you experienced this partnership with God?  How do you long to experience more?  Thank 

him and ask him for more.  

 

We are chosen by God for this day and time, so we need to shed any victim mentality we may be 

hanging onto over the loss of our Pickett Road and Braddock Road properties.  We have been going 

through a time of testing these past 7+ years, and we need to see God’s provision for us through the 

whole process.  He has been preparing our hearts for His revival. 
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In this new phase we are entering into, we need to be intentional to bring everyone with us in this 

work; we can’t leave people behind.  We cannot be complacent, seeking just to be comfortable.  

Growth comes more readily when we are challenged and learn to lean into the Lord. 

 

1. Finance & building update:  Phil gave us an overview of our current budget status.  As we enter 

the final quarter of the year, our income and expenses continue to be basically even. 

 

Phil also presented the 2019 Budget, which he developed and the Finance Committee reviewed 

and approved for presentation to the vestry.  After some explanation and discussion, Judith 

motioned to adopt the budget for 2019.  Kerry seconded the motion, and it was approved 

unanimously. 

 

2. Campus Church/Youth Pastor position:  Joe shared that David Martin whom we met with last 

week dropped out from consideration for the position.  He heard from the Lord that he is to stay 

at his current location, as the Lord has work for him to do there.  Joe shared a letter and resume 

from Steve Matson as a possible candidate for the position.  We plan to invite him and his wife 

for a visit in the coming weeks.  

 

3. Filling the vestry vacancy.  Joe spoke with Tawnia Wheeler about filling the vacancy on the 

vestry.  She said she would prayerfully consider it.  She has a lot of personal commitments right 

now, so this may not be the time for her to join the vestry.  We are also considering asking Philip 

Chakram from Apostles Campus Church to fill this vacancy.  He is a graduate of GMU and has 

time available for such a commitment. 

 

4. Other business.  We held an Executive Session to discuss a sensitive matter.  

    

Baptisms, confirmations, and receptions are scheduled to be held on 11/4/2018. 

 

Joe made the suggestion that we need to form a committee to conduct a revision of the church‘s 

By-Laws.  Gayle noted that during 2017 the By-Laws were reviewed and edited, and vestry 

information updated, but there are still a number of items that need to be reviewed and updated to 

fit the current governing of the church. 

 

Upcoming meetings: 10/23, 11/27, 12/11 

 

Adjournment:  Tamara moved to adjourn the meeting.  Daniel seconded the motion and it passed 

unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:08 p.m. 


